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Texas Parks Department Gives A Report On Hunting In The State
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By Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department

Texas has always been a state
that was known for good hunting,
whether it is deer, waterfowl, or
quail.

Previous surveys show some
very interesting and important
facts about hunters and hunting
in Texas.

Most probably think that hunt-
ing is mainly for rural folks, while
many rural folks do hunt, over 70
percent of the hunters in Texas
now reside in metropolitan ar-
eas.

Residents of Houston, Dal-
las, Fort Worth, Arlington, San
Antonio, Austin, and San Marcos
account for 47 percent of the hunt-
ers in Texas.

These same urban areas ac-
count for 59 percent of the popu-
lation.

85 percent of hunters fall into
the classification of white/ non-
Hispanic (this same group com-
prises 53 percent of the popula-
tion) and 93 percent of hunters
are males.
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According to a 2001 survey,
hunting is one of the least par-
ticipated in outdoor recreational
activities among the general
population of Texas.

As for types of hunting par-
ticipation, 77 percent of surveyed
hunters hunted whitetail deer, 38
percent hunted dove, 1 percent
rabbits, 4 percent squirrel, and 5
percent Rio Grande turkey.

Frequency of hunting varied
among hunting type.

While just a small percentage
hunted squirrel and turkey, the
individuals were committed.

Both squirrel and RG turkey
hunters averaged 20 days a year
hunting while whitetail deer hunt-
ers averaged 15.

Surprisingly, feral hog hunters
averaged 19 days a field.

Additionally, 87 percent of
hunters used private lands and
21 percent had hunted on Texas
Parks and Wildlife properties
such as Wildlife Management
Areas or dove lease areas.

The 2006 National Survey of
Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife-
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Associated Recreation which is
conducted periodically by the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service shows
just how important hunting is to
the Texas economy.

Even though hunting may be
one of the least participated out-
door recreation activities among
the general population, it is a
tremendous business.

The survey (which is a snap-
shot of 2006 only) indicated that
Texas had 1.1 million hunters
and spent over 14 million days
hunting.

Total expenditures were over
2.2 billion dollars.

Even though both of these
surveys show some interesting
numbers and the importance of
hunting to Texas, there are con-
cerns about the future of hunting
in Texas.

As previously stated, 85 per-
cent of the hunters are white
and 93 percent of the hunters are
males.

And the average age of hunt-
ers is gradually increasing to
about 45 years of age.

So what is the worry?
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Get up to $3500-84500 on a
new, more full efficient vehicle.
Learn more about the program
and your eligibility at our
dealership or at www.cars.gov.
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Department of Transportation
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Traditions Chevrolet wants you
to take advantage of the govern-
| ment funding before the money
runs out. Can’t find a car you like

a limited time only so stop by
and enjoy the HUGE SAVINGS!!

See the Savings
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rebate. This is for
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HUGE SAVINGS !!

$16,850
$16,240
$1,500
$1,000

Esoybeans.neared harvest
“while corn harvest was active

The answer is recruitment
and retention.

It seems that the youth of to-
day are not as involved in hunting
as they were 20-30 years ago.

This can probably be blamed
on many different issues, not
just one.

Some issues include the dis-
connect between youth and ac-
cess to property (most of us
remember as kids going to grand-
parents farms, etc, for many this
is no longer the case).

Cost may be an issue, many
folks feel that cost have gotten
out of reach and can no longer
participate.

Other activities come into play,
now day’s youth (four — 18 years)
can participate in just about any
sport or function throughout the
year, thus limiting time.

What is the solution?

Once again there is not just
one.
Some future articles will ad-
dress possible solutions.

Texas Parks and Wildlife has
created special youth seasons
for various species, chance are

youth seasons will be ex-
panded in the future
to hopefully increase
opportunity.

Additionally,
TPWD owns and
leases property
for different types
of hunting.

Whether it
is drawn hunts
for deer or
dove hunting
on leased prop-
erty.
Hopefully
this will ease
some of the
burdens of ‘not
enough prop-
erty or no ac-
cess’.

And lastly, it
is up to you as a
hunter to recruit
and mentor the next
generation of hunt-
ers.

Take head to the say-
ing, ‘if you don’t use it,
you will loose it’.

The Texas Field Office re-
leased the following report re-
garding Texas agriculture for the
week of August 10 to 16.

. Agricultural Summary

The Plains observed up to 6
inches of rainfall while the Trans-
Pecos and Upper Coast observed
up to 3 inches of rainfall.

The central and southern
parts of the state received a trace
to 2 inches of moisture.

Producers prepared to plant
wheat and oat fields in the north-
ern part of the state. :

Corn progressed well in the
Northern High Plains.

Sorghum continued to ma-
ture in the Northern Low
Plains.

Cotton was blooming
and setting bolls in the
Plains.

Grain Sorghum suf-
fered due to the hot, dry -
condition in the South-
ern Low Plains.

. ,Grain sorghum and .

in the Blacklands.

Corn harvest was active in
North East Texas.

Cotton bolls were beginning
to open, producers began to
cultivate fields in preparation for
wheat and oat planting, and pea-
nuts continued to be irrigated in
South Texas.

Supplemental feeding of live-
stock was ongoing across most
of the state.

Recent rainfall improved
range and pasture conditions in
the northern and central part of
the state.

. Topsoil moisture was mostly
very short to adequate across
the state.

Small Grains

Producers prepared to plant
wheat and oat fields in the north-
ern part of the state.

The Coz
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Producers began to cultivate
fields in preparation for wheat and
oat planting in South Texas, how-
ever, soil moisture was needed.

Cotton

In the Northern High Plains,
cotton progressed well; how-
ever, the crop was in need of heat
units.

Cotton was setting bolls in the
Plains and bolls were beginning to
open in South Texas.

In the Trans-Pecos, cotton
progressed well.

In the Edwards Plateau hot
and dry conditions caused cotton

to suffer.

Cotton condition was mostly
fair to good statewide.

Corn

Corn progressed well in the
Northern High Plains due to
light insect activity and recent
rainfall.

Armyworms caused stress on
corn in the Northern Low Plains.

Corn harvest was active in
the Blacklands and North East
Texas.

Corn condition was mostly
very poor to good statewide.

Sorghum

Grain sorghum progressed
well due to the recent rainfall
in parts of the Northern High
Plains.

Grain Sorghum suffered due
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Call for VIP & bottle service, parties, and directions
at 832-435-9400
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to the hot, dry condition in the
Southern Low Plains.

Sorghum continued to mature
in the Northern Low Plains.

Sorghum progressed well in
the Edwards Plateau; however,
the crop was in need of mois-
ture.

Sorghum continued to suffer
in South Texas due to drought
conditions.

Sorghum condition was mostly
very poor to fair statewide.

Peanuts

Diseases caused stress on
peanuts in the Southern High
Plains.

Producers sprayed for leaf
spot in the Northern Low
Plains.

Wild hogs caused dam-
age to peanuts in the
Southern Low Plains.

In South Texas, pea-
nuts continued to de-
velop with irrigation.

Peanut condition was
mostly fair to good state- =

“hwide. G i

Rice 3

. Rice condition was mostly fair
to good statewide.

Soybeans

Soybeans progressed well in
the Blacklands due to the recent
rainfall.

Soybean condition was mostly
fair to good statewide.

Fruit, Vegetable and
Specialty Crop Report
Sunflowers progressed well in

the Southern High Plains.

Chilies were in full bloom in
the Trans-Pecos and progressed
well.

Pecan

Pecans continued to progress
well in the Cross Timbers, how-
ever, pecans suffered in areas
affected by the late freeze.

Irrigation was active in the
Edwards Plateau while produc-
ers sprayed for shuck worm and
pecan weevil.

Livestock, Range and Pasture
Report

Supplemental feeding of live-
stock was ongoing across most
of the state.

Stock tank levels across the
state remained low.

Weaning of lambs and goats
began in the Edwards Plateau.

Livestock herd liquidation
continued in localized parts of
the state.

Recent rainfall improved
range and pasture conditions in
the northern and central part of
the state.

M.S.R.P. 25.37 Pyt :
Supplier Pricing 32 4”4725 CARS Voucher $4.500 Free admission til 9pm ((jmwn & Se/xy) Hahye and pasluresiin the
Customer Cash $1,500 = Free Domestics from  Free admission til opm southern part of the state contin-
et §2.240 Spm to7pm  Happy hour spm to opm | veqloremanry.
S C 4, e &
$1 7 472 2009 Cobalt LS Sedan Hap"’y ;.lour 5pm tO 9.pm $3 We[[:Q a[[n'lgﬁt [Ong tion Wa'S mosﬂy very poor to fair
DL/, : Spinning today’s hits $1 Domestics statewide.
. M.SR.P. $27.405 from 9pm to Midnight $1 Pony Beer
Supplier Pricing $26,332 $3 wells all night long $2 Cozy Shots
Customer Cash $3,500 $1 Domestics Spinning all of today’s
Dealer Bonus Cert $1,000 $1 Pony Beer top hits
CARS Voucher $4,500 y o

$2 Cozy Shots
Complimentary Buffet

Sunday Nite (Old School Sundays)
Dress Code Strictly Enforced

Free admission til 9pm
Happy hour 5pm to 9pm

with 2WD Ext. Cab WT

$17,332

V8 Auto, Cruise & Tilt

979-335-7913 800-388-2414

Based of T rad'itoocusec{ of the Future $3 M;;IISD len I;isgt?gslong
m With Us!
B43Hwy A eI TR (B 800 AM-500PM aEe
East Bernard, Texas 77435 Sat.  8:00 AM- 1:00 PM $2 Cozy Shots

Free Domestics from 5pm to 7pm
With live bands performing R&B/Soul Hits
Complimentary Buffet

=Z=AN AMERICAN
R=VOLUTION

www.hlavinka.com www.traditionschevrolet.com




